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The TAP Trap

'78 B.E.O.G. Split,
Pays '76 TAP Debt
Foul-Up Between Bursar And State
bl Derrick L. Swine

USS Chairman Ed Roberts at Senate meeting.

Ed Roberts Blasts
$150 Tuition Increase
CUNY News Service
The City University Student Senate which
represents the J 75,000 students of the City
University today denounced the actions of
t\\e 'Executive Committee of the State Uni·
versity of New York Board of Trustees which
recently voted to increase tuition by $150 for
lower division students at the State University.
Edward A. Roberts, Chairperson of the
University Student Senate, charged that the
action was "precipitouso and amounted to a
short-circuit of the legislative budget
process." Roberts continued that key state
legislators have worked with students in an
attempt to avert a tuition hike but SUNY
Chancellor Clifton Wharton and the Board's
Executive Committee have shown a complete lack of faith in the legislative process.
In his statement Roberts added "What the
Board of Trustees and the Chancellor's Of-

fkc should do is seek a remedy to the budget
shortfall through the state legislature." He
continued, "Since the budget adjustment
process will take place over the next four
weeks and the legislative leadership has offered to help raise the necessary $9.1 million
there can be no justification for a tuition vote
at this time."
The CUNY Senate fears that if the full
SUNY Board of Trustees votes a tuition increase at its regular meeting in April, the action will pave the way for a possible tuition
increase at CUNY.
Roberts concedes that SUNY may gain a
few buildings from a possible tuition increase
since tuition pays for wnstruction at the institution. "Since CUNY tuition goes to
operating revenues , there is no benefit to
CUNY if tuition is increased," he concluded.

There was a lot of confusion last term
when many students found their B.E.O.G.
checks were cut because, according to the
Bursars' records, the Tuition Assistance
Program (TAP) did not pay BCC for the
Fall '76 term . Therefore, last fall the Fall
'76 TAP coverage was taken from the Fall
'78 B.E.O.G. checks. According to many
studenls, the Bursar's office did not notify
the students until it was time to pick up
their checks.
In an effort to straighten out the confusion, the Bursar's office was contacted.
Ms. Barbara Anderson, of the Bursar's office, stated that she couldn't understand
how this situation had arisen. She went on
to explain, "Each student is given an identification number by TAP and this number is
used to keep a computer record of students'
TAP awards. When this number is keyed
into the computer, some sort of notation as
to the student's status appears: when the
student was admitted, how many credits the
student is carrying, whether the student is
matriculated or not, the amount of the
TAP Award, and whether the student has
been dropped from the college." For many
swdents this was not the case. There were
no records for these students. So the suggest ion came up to call the New York State
Higher Education Services Corporation
(N . Y.S.H.E.S.C.) which administers TAP
Awards and start an investigation .
The Run-Around
A spokesperson at N.Y.S.H.E.S.C. was
conta<.:ted and given the facts of the case.
Acwrding to her, "The problem is between
the college and the N.Y .S.H.E.S.C. and
not between the N.Y.S.H .E.S.C. and the
students." It was pointed out to her that it

did concern the students because the college
was holding monies that were vital to them
while they pursued their educational goals.
She also stated that, "The college is not
allowed to hold these funds because
B.E.O.G. and TAP are two totally independent programs." She suggested that students get back to the college with this information, such as she offered, and see what
happens.
N.Y.S.H.E .S.C. and Ms. Anderson were
contacted several times since then and the
issue still remained a mystery. According to
sources within the N.Y .S.H.E.S.C., "It is
possible but highly improbable that the
college is still waiting for verification of
two-year-old TAP Awards." When asked
whether any attempt was made by the
college to alleviate the problem, it was
stated that, "There is no immediate record
of inquiry by the college, however it is
possible that an inquiry was made and
placed elsewhere. The likelihood of this is
slim because once we know t\\at we'-re dea\ing with a college, they are given top

prior~

ity by a supervisor." A spokesperson for
the Bursar's office stated, in reference to informatioH regarding TAP, "I am not
allowed to divulge any information about
TAP. You will have to speak to Ms. Barbara Cash about that." Unfortunately, Ms.
Cash was not available for comment.
Upon referral from N.Y.S.H.E.S.C.,
Ms.Judy Doechate, who works within upper management, was contacted. When told
about the problem, she assured that an inquiry into the matter would be forthcoming
and if any gross discrepancies were found,
that she would personally look into the
matter.

See suggestions on Page 3

Constitutions, By-Laws

WiD The Changes Serve Students
b)'

Fredd~·

Washington

After several years of struggle and toil at
revision and reorganization of Bronx Community College's political and management
structures, on both the student and facultyadministrative levels, it appears they are all
coming to their final stages-of accl'ptance
or abolishment-at the same time.
President Brown Proposes
Shortly after Dr. Roscoe Rrown became
President at Bronx Community College in
Fall of '77, the .. Middle States Evaluation
Committee arrived to screen the overall
program of the college. They hoth saw the
overwhelming need to revamp the oversized College Senate and reor!!anizc several
areas of the college programs. Presiuent
Brown drafted proposals for hnth the
College Senate aml the AcaJemic Depart ments, student, and faculty-admini~.rration
committees began tackling the job ahead.
The Student-Faculty Governance-Structme
and Functions Committee responsible for

drafting the College Senate proposal has
come doen to the wire with its work and is
expected to present its final draft to the
College Senate for approval any day. The
College Senate is undoubtedly the most <.:rucial official body of the college for the students and faculty . The various committees
within it are responsible for the policy of
every academil:, instru<.:tional, disciplinary,
and promotional and management area of
the College Structure. The new Senate proposal v.cilJ cut the memhcrship to about 60
from 103 with students making up onethird of the body. This may came the Student Caucu., to revise the number of its
membership.
Presently there arc 33 Student Senators,
13 elected Senators, 10 studcnt>-at-lar!(e,
and the 10 members of the Student (io vcrmcnt.

Index Change
Another <.:hangc expected to go into cf-

feet is the 2.50 cumulative index proposed
by some College Senate members and objected to by others. Presently, the minimum
for holding office is 2.00 for students. The
fawlty reasons that a higher index requirement could attract students with a greater
ability to handle classes and committee responsibilities. Students argue that if students with higher index levels were interested in
<.:ampus politics they would have come forward anyway . As it stands, many of the students with high (2.50 or better) indexes have
dropped out of office or taken positions of
scarce involvement in hehalf of protecting
their index.
Other issues that prophecy confrontation from the students is having students
on the personnel and budget committee.
which Jeals with faculty-staff promotiom,
appointments, reappointments, tenure,
salary adjustment, leaves of absence, ~ab
baticals and appeals on these matters .
Students also desire a completely Studentrun Student activities committee.

The President's Department Reorganization Proposal obviously did not meet with
the satisfaction of the College Senate and
was placed in file 13. Whether or not it will
remain .there is a matter still to be determined. There were a variety of reactions to
the concept, most of which left little hope
of saving more than a few parts of the plan.
According to some Senate members, it
never changed from its cumbersome beginnings over the months of review and overhauling. The divisional aspects of departments were encouraging, but it added to bureaucracy in the form of section chiefs to
preside over department heads. The combining of physics-engineering technology
offered no budgetary value or viable educational reasoning . It was also felt that only
with massive renovations in structures
would merging other departments be realistic. In addition, it was reasoned that the
Library and Student development departCONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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ODE TO EDDY REECE
(The Beast)

TAKE A

Your smile is like a candle'sflame
I find it so inviting
My wings are like a paper plane
attracted to your lightning

SHOT AT

lHE

Is it true, that flames kiss moths
and drive them mad for real?

YEARBOOK.

Well, if danger's there
then I don't care
I only know I feel

JOIN

like doing flips
and daring dips
to get a closer view

1HE
TEAM

-----

like darting in
in crazy spins
to feel the warmth of you

~--t

.

I sense your flame 's potential
I know it can destroy
bull fly fascinated,
blinded in my joy

. ~· .

~ ~

·; .

.. d,~ a~~::,

Surely this is madness
What/error holds me still
to watch in fascination
what you're doing to my will

They need:
Writers, Photographers,
Poets, Management, Art,
Love ••• Any one of these
talents in students
we need

Though my wings are scorched with kiss marks
in my closeness I discover
I'm trapped with need of you
for flame
you are my lover...

Contact Randy Neives
Gould Student Center, Am . 312

April, 1978-1979
Sunday (is hurt)

BCC Children•s
Drop-In Center
A new center for children of BCC studen ..
ts was opened on Monday, March 12. This
center-known as the Children 's Drop-In
Center-is a three month pilot program
which provides a place for students to leave
their school-age children during class time.
The center will be open from 2:30 to 8:30
p.m . Monday through Thursday. It is
located in the former Provost's house (#47
on your campus map) on Andrews Avenue
just off Hall of Fame Terrace.
During the first three months of
operation, students may use the center as
follows:
On an Emergency Basis
Because of an emergency at home, a
student finds that s/he has no one to care
for the child on that particular day . S/he
brings the child to the center before class,
registers the child with the director, and
leaves him/her there. After class, the
student returns immediately to the center to
pick up the child.
On a Pre-registered Basis
Some students will want to use the center on
a regular basis coinciding with their course
schedule. These students will pre-register
their children, stating the hours that they
will be attending the center. The hours that
a pre-registered child may use the center are
limited to those hours in which the parent is
in class.
A regular program of activities will be

provided for the children, including outdoor sports, art s and crafts, and
storytelling. The children will be supervised
by a certified director, an assistant , and
several work-study students.
At this time the center will not be
prepared to care for infants and preschool
children. Only school-age children may be
registered to use the center.
An informal registration / oreintation
open house is scheduled for Wed . and
Thurs. , March 7th and 8th, from 3:00-6:00
p.m. Parents may come at any time during
those hours to talk with the director, look
around the center, and pre-register their
children .
Student Volunteers
The Children's Drop-In Center welcomes
student volunteers. We need people who
would enjoy organizing arts and crafts activities , playing music, reading stories,
supervising indoor and outdoor games, or
whatever else your talents suggest.
Students interested in child psychology,
teaching, or other child-related professions
would find this kind of first-hand experience helpful and rewarding. Volunteers can
work an hour a day or an hour a
week-whatever time you have to give.
Students who would like to volunteer
should contact the director, Betsy Hastedt,
care of Dean Steuerman's office. She will
order necessary materials and set up a time
for you to work . For the safety of the
children, we ask that students not "drop
in" at the center without making
arrangements with the director in advance.

Our Beloved Memory Of Free Tuition
By Leo Benjamin
Impress House
Soon To Be On Sale
In Our College Bookstore
Everywhere Celebrated And Honored
As Our Imperishable Classic

Merci Beaucoup,
Medicine Cabinet
I stretch up from sleep
And stumble into the bath.
The knowledge that the after image
Will be kinder, softens the blow
Of my morning Medusa
Reported, impartially,
By the medicine cabinet's mirror.
I swing open the mirrored door.
There before me, in rows,
Four shelves high,
Are the tools of transfiguration
From my Quasimodo to Narcissus.
Like a gypsy camp;
A rag-tag army mustered
To defend the Faith,
Cold creams and personal polish,
Which in youth, I had decreed
To the reign of age,
And now my friendly saviors.
Ointments and lotions and deodorants
And one toothbrush, worn weak
From three-times per day,
And soap that medicates while
cleansing,
Without drying the skin,
Are stored like silent jesters
A waiting cues to play their advertised
tricks.
Deep-heat rubs and polygrip
adhesives
Struggle on near-empty tanks
To offer me one more charismatic
smile.
And faded-labeled pills,
Prescribed for pains
No longer of interest or remembered,
Linger as alchemic milestones
In this journey from school yard fun ,

And first-date excitement and skinnydippin',
And the wonders of a virgin childhood
taken,
To this last gas station before the
desert.
No dust gathers on the hair tonic,
Or other harbingers of my
acceptancy,
Which holds me without ransom
A~ Orpheus' love for Eurydice.
I breathe deep and count one through
ten,
Then, like a grand diva,
Unsure of audience reaction,
I close the medicine cabinet,
And usher myself to a stage center
And a reflected review
Of my cosmetic metamorphosis.
I am as Madison Avenue and
Hollywood promised.
I pull down my eye shades,
And backed by the knowledge
That more people fall in love with
products
Than they do with the real person.
I go out into the work-morning
streets,
Crowded with envious mutants
Whose medicine cabinets are not
As well stocked or as diversified as
mine.
The last gas station before the desert
Thrives on flat tires; quick-drying
paint jobs,
And the fumigation of battered rigs,
And, now, this subsidized nova,
Still flickering.
April, 1978
-Jerome Washington
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Mini Mercados Fscolares
POR Jose Perez
En el concepto fisolofico moderno, Ia ensenanza, tanto publica como privada, es un
atributo esencial e ineludible de tod a
sociedad civilizada.
Debido at creciente progreso de cstudiante hispanos en esta ciudad, los llamados
colegios comunales, se han convertido en
MINI MERCADOS ESCOLARES, donde
el noble postulado del magisterio se fue de
viaje un dia cualquiera hacia un puerto sin
nombre y hacia un horizonte sin esperanza .
Es hora ya de que la s autoridade s
escolares, interpretando el sentir de los
estudiantc s hispanos , unifique, horicnte,
organize y diciplinc en ba se a una
disposicion administrativa cste importante
campo dondc se nutren las futuras generadoncs de cstc grandioso pueblo . La en scnanza publica en este pais puede ser reglamcntada, organizada y cicntificada en base
a relucion de Ia secrctaria de cducacion, sin
necesidad de que se di se dicte una
disposicion legislativa especifica, ya que cl
departamento de educacion por su naturaleza misma tiene las facultades ncccsarias
para estos importantes fines. En cstc pais
los colcgios comunalcs funcionan en forma
anaquica sin tutela y solo bajo cl arbitro de
Ia persona que funge como director .

C. No entrega de notas a los estudiantes
que dcban dinero.
D. Permirtirle a un alto porcentaje de
delicuentes juver;iles, apoyar a Ia emisora
de cl colcgio, que esta supuesto a oriental at
estudiante y mantenerlo al tanto do lo que
csta pasando en cl colegio, y no un club
social como toes Ia cafeteria de BCC.
Evocamos con nostalgia nuestros dias de

infancia cuando creiamos que mar era verde
y el cielo era azul, y cuando el maestro
publico era simbolo de respeto, de admiracion y carina y no administrador de un
MINI MERCADO ESCOLAR .
Saturado de Ia mejor buena fe y en
nuestro concepto de estudiantes hispanos y
humanistas, sujerimos Ia creacion de Ia
direccion general de colegios comunales,

adcripta a Ia secretaria de educacion para
que en base a una reglamentacion cientifica, oriente y dirija Ia ensenanza en los
colcgios comunales, especialmente en BCC,
en beneficia de mejores hombres, de
mejores idealse, y de un mas alto concepto
de patria grande, como un dia sono el
dominicano, el sublime , cl grandioso cristo
de Ia libertad Juan Pable Duarte.

Get Books At Any Cuny Library
BCCstudncts may now borrow books for
home use from all other units of City
University except Hostos, The Graduate
Center and York College . Similarly,
borrowing privileges at BCC arc now extended to students attending other CUNY
Colleges.
Any BCC student who wants to borrow
from another CUNY College must show hi s
10 validated for the Spring 1979 semester.
All books arc borrowed, subject to the rules
of the lending library and must be returned

to that library, not the BCC library.
Students who fail to return books on time
or do not respond to overdue notices will be
subject to disciplinary action at their home
school .
The decision to provide open access to 15
CUNY libraries was made by the CUNY
Council of Chief Librarians in January,
1979. It is an experimental program which
will be evaluated at the end of the Spring,
1979 semester in order to determine
whether it will be continued .

The college libraries from which BCC
students may now borrow are: Baruch
College, Borough of Manhattan Community College, Bronx Community
College, Brooklyn College, City College,
Hunter College, John Jay College of
Criminal Justice, Kingsborough Community College, LaGaurdia Community College,
Lehman College, Medgars Evers College,
New York City Community College,
Queen s College , Queensborough Community College, College of Staten Island.

Estas son anomalias de to que yo llama
MINI MERCADOS ESCO!.ARES.
A . Cambia semcstral de textos .
B. Cobro para uno registrarse .

HELP WANTED!!!
$500.00 PER WEEK Possible as home telephone receptionist for national advertising
firm. No experience required-no obligation. A.C.P., Inc., P .O. Drawer 140069,
Vallas, TX 75214 .

PIANO INSTRUCTION
Ruth Fromowitz Luchonck
Teacher of Piano Theory
and Harmony
Call: 367-6739
Located Near the B.C.C. Campus

A masterpiece of man's doing and a masterpiece of Mother Nature came together when Orchid Sanchez strolled through tbe
Hall of Fame walk.

CAREER DISCOVERY DAY

BEOG CHECK DISTRIBUTION

Representatives from major corporations, governmental
agencies and hospitals will be present at the Spring
CAREER DISCOVERY DAY to be held on Thursday,
April 5th, from 12 noon until 3:00p .m. in (iould Student
Center Lounges (Rooms 207 & 208).
To date , the following arc just a few of the corporations
and agencies who have confirmed their participation:
General Electric, New York Telephone Co . , NBC-TV,
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, New York Transit Authority, Metropolitan Hospital, Merrill Lynch, Mobil
Corp., IBM, etc. Many more agencies and corpora tions
have accepted our invitation to be present. This is an excellent opportunity for BCC student s to meet with
representatives and get valuable information on various
career opportunities, job descriptions , salary ranges,
educational requirements , etc .

Students who received BEO( i la st semester (I.. a ll. 1978)
and studenh who turned in their SER (Student Eligibililty
Report) by f'ehruary 9, 1979, v.·ill receive their chec ks on :
• Tuesda y Arril3. 197'} According to l .. ast Initial G-0
• \\'cd s. Arril4, 1979 According to La st Initial 1\ -F
• Thur s. April 5. 1979 Acco rdin g to I.ast lnitiali'-Z
at Comrnunitv Hall.
SP EC IAl BU RSAR'S O FFICI· flOURS : April 3, 4,
5 - 9 :30a. m, to 7 :.10 p .m .

EVENING-SATURDAY
STUDENT OFFICE OFFERS HELP
Have you needed to sec someone about a problem and
not known where to go or the right person to sec?
Have you needed information regarding classroom
changes?
Have you needed a direct telephone line in case of
emergencies after 5:00p.m.?
Have you needed to get in touch with an instructor you
couldn't locate'?
Any other problems?
You would be surprised at the many services we perform
from Bronx Community C olle~c ~tudent ~ during evening
class hours and on Saturdays. Stop in at the Fvening Offi ce
- Room C0- 2 in the Tec h Two Building. If you do n't have
a problem , j ust sa y hell o u. We will be glad to see yo u.

REMEMBER!

IMPORTA~T!

I. No check di stribution on fo'riday.
2.. STudent s mu st have va lida ted Spring 1979 ID Card,
valid a ted Spring 1971) Bursar' s reL·eipt and Regi stratio n
receipt .
3. Student s picking up oth er check s (C. D., S EOC, NS, and
JC\\'S) mu st come to C ommunit y llall according to last
name a s indicat ed abo ve.
4. Those who cann o t rick u1J check s on dates ass igned mu st
wait until the followion g week . 4/ 9179, 4/ 9179, and
4/ 11 179 . Regular Bursar ho urs will be in force .
5. Students who o we mnney to the college (tuition,
emergency loans, etc.) ma y experience J dela y in receiving
their BfOG chec ks . These d1cck s will be held so that proper deduction s ma y be made .

TAP DEADLINE
lkadline for submitting 1'n!i/79 TAP applications and
TAP Change of Information Forms .
Mu st he rostm a rked to Alba ny by March 31. l'i79 .
Re.-; ron scs to written reque-,ts for information from
Alban y (NYSHE SC) mu st be a nswer::.! hy March 31, 1979
(o r 45 d av s a fte r da te o f writt en r·_.,, · ·,· ·

NEW DIRECTIONS
IN HEALTH CAREERS
Despite new s about hospitals closing their doors in the_
City of New York, the health industry is still expected to
become the nation's largest employer in the ncar future .
The trend towards increasing scope of ser\'iccs to better
respond to the need s of communities being served has
brought about new and interesting programs .
The new programs will be the focus of the CAREER
WORKSHOP to be held Thursday, March 22, 1979, from
12 noon to 2:00p.m . in Locw 200.
Guests will include Mr. Sy Shlakman, a social worker
and faculty member of the Health Professions Institute of
Lehman College, and Mr. Paul Drake, a registered nurse at
Montefiore Hospital. Prof. Evelyn Kish of Student
Development is conducting the workshop .

MENTAL HEALTH DISCUSSION
A career in Mental Health seems to be gaining popularity
amongst students nowadays. If you are interested, there
will be a series of discussions beginning March 28th at 7
p .m. called "Convocation from The Heights" in the
Student Center, room 208 .
Doctor Cynthia Barnes, who is leading the discussion, is
Director of the Children and Youth Services at Kingsboro
Psychiatric Center in Brooklyn where she supervises outpatient and in-patient services . Dr. Barnes and her guest
speakers will discuss the obstacles and rewards dealing with
Mental Health as a profession .
GOT A DRUG PROBLEM?
Know a Friend Who Has One?
Call VERIT AS I> RUG-FREE PROGRAM
Anvtime724-4141 or4142

Thoughts On Spring Baseball
By Roher/ Schlesinger
\Vith the opening day o f the major leag ue
baseba ll season, just a few short weeks a way,
th e two Ne w York base ball tea ms- along
with the oth er 26- continu e th e yea rl y ritual
ca lled sprin g training.
This is the time of the yea r in which
drea ms are built, knocked down, and rebuilt. Our minds race with the wond erful fantasies which arc baseball . Will that young lefthandcr, with theg reat fast ball, become the
new Sa nd y Koufax? Will that quick-footed
minor leag uer, with the wond erful wid e
smile , develop into another Willie Mays?
And will th e last place tea m o f a yea r ago
become this year's 1969 Mets? Unfortun ately, as th e days stretch on, these hopes and
dreams begin to shrink until th ey are
nothing.
Pit y the poor amazi;n 's. As close as they
are from Yank ee Stadium- only a fe w miles
away- they are still uni verses a part in terms
of abilit y and potential.
The Yank ees, on the one hand, seem to
be possessed by the spirit and soul of the
great pin stripers of days gone by. T he Babe
Ruths, the Lou Gehrigs, the Bill Dickeysthese are th e men who appear to be looking
over the shoulders of these modern da y
Bronx bombers. While the Mets- the "amazing" Mets- seem to be destined to yet

B.C.C. Metro Champs
Invited To Nat'l. Meet
By Syl-van Jolibois
The Green and Gold Gazelles outdistanced the entire CUNY Tortoise Pac k,
took first and second place in th e New York
State Champion ship and were invited to the
National Junior College Track Champion ships at Missouri Universit y in Columbus,
Mi ssouri.
The B.C.C. track and field tea m j ust end ed their regular indoor season. In it> tradi tional fas hion, it has offered the ca mpu s
anoth er out stand ing performance. T he
tracksters and fielders have . aga in . won th e
Metropolitan Championship by going und efea ted in th eir meets again st CU NY Co lleges.
The tea m. 13 roo kies and 3 vetera ns
(Willi am Little Jo hn . Jose Fe rnand a , and
r-.·liguel Palacios ) ha ve also honored B.C. C.
by winning third place, in th e overall stand ings of the Kegional Championship . In a
strong show in g o f a pro mi sing futu re, freshmen exce ll ed in th e event s and did most o f
the winning. Trevo r Smith and Leroy Carver
were th e out stand ing performers. T revor
rece ived 3 medals fo r fini shing 2nd in th e
60-y ard dash, J(XJ-ya rd dash, and for
leading th e 4-man Mi le Relay squ ad to victory. The oth er th ree members were .l ose
FernandCI , Larry Hodge, and Steve Griffith .
Leroy Ca rver also ea rned a medal when he
fini shed 2nd in the high Jump. His perfo rmant:e was encouragin g, since he is in his first
yea r at B.C.C. He al so won the 197 l) J uni or
r-..-kt AAU triple jump. I le t:an only get bett er.
Professo r Henry Skinner, Junior College
Region Coach of 1978, i ~ ex tremely co nfident abo ut the future of the tea m. He ex pects to ha ve a power house by nex t yea r,
and he ass ure) us that "To have such a
record in a rebuilding year t:an onl y give co nfid enu: and desire to the team."
In yo u have so me running ex perience and
would lik e to try out for th e shot put , disc us
throw , of javelin . get in touch with coach
Skinner in the Gould Stud ent Cent er, room
102. or in th e Ph ysical Educa tion Dept. in
the Alumni Gymnasium .
Track Tram Rerun
B.C. C.'s trac k and fi eld program, one o f

the out standing Junior Coll ege programs in
the l:ast, has grown in qualit y over it s seven

another year at th e bott om of th e ba rrel,
scra ping for all the food bit s that th ey can
fi nd .
Su re things ca n change. Wh y not"1 It happend in '69; but don' t bet on it in ' 79.
The most important , and mos t easily
overlooked as pect of the modern era of
sports, is th e great degree o f power that the
ma nagement of a sport s franchise has over
the fortunes of his team. Very simply, the
power of th e team does not lie V.'ith the
manager or the coach, but instead with the
man wh o controls th e purse strin gs- the
owner. This is where th e comparison of the
two New York teams reaches the great fork
in the road .
The New York Met s, with their inexperienced management have taken the road
toward obscurit y. May be at the next turnoff
the Mets will select the correct road . We' ll
even allow them to ma ke right turns on red
lights.
The Bronxites , on the oth er extreme,
have the Ayatollah of Yankee Stadium,
Geo rge Stein brenner. George does get
things done-ask Billy Martin .
So, Mr . and Mrs. Met, take the road that
the George Steinbrenners of base ball have
already paved . And don' t W'Orry about getting a speeding ticket; yo u ca n always bribe
th e co p.

Murnl In BCC's
Health & Phys. Ed. Dep't.

Miguel Palacios in the stretch of 1000yard run in indoor meet at Farmingdale.
year history. Asid e from it s regular schedule
in vit ational meets have indud ed th e Florid a
Relays, Da rtm outh Kelays, Penn Relays ,
Maryland T rack C!as;ic, Rutger Relays,
Olympia In vit ational and the Melrose Championships.
Alth ough thi s is a rebuilding year, Coach
Sk inner expects to ~ urp as s th e One Mile
Kelay and Sprint Kelay pert"ormam:es of last
yea r's tea m, 3: 14 and 41. 7 respecti vely. ;\ 11Americans Pete 13eltry, wh o has run 4!l .2 in
th e indoo r 440 and I : 12. 600 ya rds, is at
No rth Ca rolina State. a nd Clemlent Easton,
I : II .X, 6<XJ ya rd s.

Eunice Golden nearing completion of mural.

Men's Baseball Begin'!i
Th e baseball season is almost in swing.
The Broncos will open with a double·
header at home, against Manhattan Com·
munity College on March 31 st. The tea m,
composed of mostly second -yea r players,
promi ses an intrestin g, play-off boun d
season. Coach Gus Constantine is hi ghl y
optimistic abo ut the result s. His optimism
stems from th e hi ghly competcti ve spirit
which the team see ms to possess as well as
th e 750/o games at home, on the sched ule .
Thi) should defi nitely give a bomt to thl
Broncos' lcvcl of play.

Apr . 7, v. New York Cit y (2 games) Away
Away
Apr. 9, Bergen
Hom e
Apr. II, Livingston
Home
Apr. 12, f-"arrnin gdale (2 games )
Away
Apr. 14, Housa tonic (2 games )
Home
Apr. 17. Rock la nd
Away
Apr. 20, St. Johns
Home
Apr. 23, Sul livan
;\way
Apr. 25, Nas~au
Home
Apr . 2X, Suffolk (2 g:~me s )
I lom e
May I, 1--.: ingsboro
Home
May 3, Orange
MayR , 10. 12- Kcgion XV Tour. neu t ,i tc

f-ollowing is the ~chedulc for the llJ7l)
season:
Mar . 31 , v. Manhatt an (2 games)
1-l umc
Apr . 3, v. Westchester
Hom e
Apr. 5, v. Queensboro
Home

\1;Jr . 20 , l .ehman
~1 a r . 23. I chrn an
~J ar. 24, f luntcr
Mar . 28, John Jay

PRE-SEASO!\ CAMES

Home
Horne
Hnrnc

Home

A mural has been des ign ed for the
Health and Physical Education Department
for Bronx Community College, expresses
the life force in physical and spiritual terms.
Its imagery depicts the human body in
motion , and represents energy and the
rh ythm and lyricism of a well-coordinat ed
body. Parallels are drawn when a basketball
player and a ballet dancer articulat e their
bodies in si mil ar ways, facing one another.
The da nce emph asizes spiritualit y and the
joyour side of hu man nature as does the
martia l arts. Oth er configura tions, while
not ex pli cit , s u gg e ~ t the tenni s player and
the ru nne r, echoing th e es t heti cs o f
movemen t.
Thl.' mu ral- 12' X 12' in vibra nt acrylic
L:O ior.'>- was design ed by CET A 6 artist
Eunice Golden wi th the sponsorship of the
W e~ t Bronx Jewish Community Co unci l,
Bron x Co mmu nity College Hea lth a nd

Physical Education Departm ent, BCC
Music and Art Department, Department of
Cultural Affairs, and the New York City
Department of Employment. It was started
at the beginning of February with students
from the Music and Art Department who
helped execut e the drawing and the painting
on th e wall of the second floor of the
Alumni Gymnas ium buil di ng. The mural
was completed on March 15th .
Curre ntl y there is a com peti tion to name
th e mura l and the winner will receive the
awa rd fro m th e Hea lth a nd P hys ica l
Educa tion Departm ent. All are welco me to
sec the mu ral in progress and to ent er
"Name the Mural" contest.
Credits go to stude n t ~ David Trotman, My rn a To rr es, Ronald Sa bed ra,
Estel le Mat ias, Elenor Du viclla, Terry
Alcantara. Rodo lfo Bonilla, Jea n Pa ul
Sa nda ire .
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Forensic Society:
What's All
The Talk About?
Bv VALERIE CORSERI
The Forensic Society has been traveling
around New York State all year looking for
action and they have found it!
The Forensic Society, under the tutelage
of Professor George Greenfield, has represented BCC as a public speaking and debate
team on the Eastern seaboard and Canada
for several years. Professor Greenfield is
very helpful in coaching and organizing,
but leaves much of the work to the students, to whom each experience adds to the excitement.
Helen Murphy presided as President
during the fall semester. Due to her
graduation, Jenell Ellis is presently acting
as President. She enjoys ·her position and
goes at public speaking with a passion.
Among the members are: Valerie Corseri,
Rosemarie Benitiz, Valentine Jackman,
Sharon Thomas, Mary Ann Wron, Erodita
Agard, Maureen Gray, and the newest
member, Herbert George, who have all participated in at least one event.
On the weekend of October 6th, 1978,
the Forensic Society attended the Annual
Debate and Individual Events Workshop at
Ithaca College, Ithaca, New York. Ms .
Murphy presented two demonstration
debates, one on the affirmative and one on
the negative side of the National Debate
Position resolved: That the Federal Government should implement a program which
guarantees employment opportunities for
all U.S. citizens in the labor force She also
demonstrated impromptu speaking, which
is speaking on a topic without preparation.
Next on line to ease the group into action
was the eighth Annual Falcon Discussion
Tournament at Duchess Community

ne Foreuk Society's trophy case is visual proof that speaking up is their business.
College of the State University of New
York in Poughkeepsie. All the participants
enjoyed the National discussion question
"What policy should the U.S. pursue for its
elderly citizens?" Each person had a voice
and an opinion and was awarded for their
participation.
On the weekend of November 16th, Ms.
Jenell Ellis was awarded a trophy for her
work on the floor of the Assembly. Out of
seventy students in attendance, she was adjudicated to be the third best speaker.
The most recent event took place in Montreal, Canada at McGill University against

Statewide Conference
On Part-Tune Students
CUNY News Service
An impressive new coalition of educators,
legislators, students and community leaders
was galvanized at the CUNY Graduate
School on February 15, 1979, at a
Statewide Conference on the Future of the
Part-Time Student. The conference was
sponsored by the City University of New
York, the Professional Staff Congress, the
New York Public Interest Research Group,
Inc ., the University Student Seante and the
Committee for Public Higher Education.
Exchange of viewpoints among the participants revealed unanimous concern for the
lack of financial .aid and academic accommodation for part-time students who are the
fastest growing group of students in higher
educational institutions today .
As a former part-time student at City College and Brooklyn Law School, Deputy
Mayor Herman Badillo recalled the many
jobs he held, including bowling alley attendant and accountant-occupations which
are largely automated today. His experience
illustrates the dearth of employment opportunities for part-time students and the need
for advanced training to compete in the current job market.
Sister Dorothy Ann Kelly, chairperson of
the Commission on Independent Colleges
and Universities and president of the College
of New Rochelle, reviewed research studies
indicating that typical part-time students do
not fit the common stereotype. Rather, they
are highly motivated taxpayers earning less
than $15,000 annually, who are more likely
to complete a baccalaureate degree than fulltime students. Sister Kelly called for 50aio
TAP awards to matriculated part-time
students carrying 6 to II credits with eight
years of eligibility:
Mark Alan Siegel, chairperson of the New
York State Assembly Higher Education

Committee, 1\-lartin C. BarcH, chairperson of
the Board of Regents Higher Education
Committee and l-lenrik Dullea, executive
assistant to Governor Carey, exprc:sscd support for the aspirations of the part-time student but caution on the sources and cost of
funding. Assemblyman Siegel projected annual costs of part-time TAP from a low of
$45 million to a high of $120 million. The
current TAP budget is $250 million with
45tlJo of funding going to public institutions
and 55tlJo going to independent colleges and
universities.
Bronx Assemblyman Jose Serrano, now a
part-time student at Lehman College
himself, was enthusiastic in his support of
financial aid for part-time students but was
doubtful the legislature would act before
1981-82.
Alternate proposals made by SUNY ViceChancellor for Educational Affairs .lames S.
Smoot included free tuition for the 13th and
14th years of schooling, learning grants , tax
allowances and an employer tuition-rebate
program.
Robert Purga, staff associate of the New
York State Education Department,
presented a definitive report on financia1 aid
and the adult learner in New York State. He
stressed that above all adult students need
precise information about the financial aid
available now and assistance in documenting
need.
The enthusiasm and cooperation
engendered among all three sectors of
higher education in New York
State-CUNY, SUNY and the independent
colleges and universities-was due largely to
the efforts of Rita Gordon, conference coordinator and president of the Queens College Adult Collegiate Education Program,
and Jay Hershenson, executive director of
the Committee for Public Higher Education.

Ford University and Yale, two of the top
contenders participating. The event was a
Parliamentary Style Debate "Cursed are
the Peacemakers." Unfortunately, BCC's
only award was the feeling of defeat. It
might have been discouraging, but it should
make them work harder for the next tournament, which will occur on March 30th
and 31st. Cheer up, Forensic, practice
makes perfect. Keep on practicing and we
will keep our fingers crossed for the next
tournament.
This society continuously offers the
students an opportunity to gain experience

in the competitive world of public speaking,
through a critical-competitive analysis, as
they travel from campus to campus com·
peting for victory. In doing this, they also
gain a natural development in the fine art of
material research. Wait! Don't let the competition frighten you away. It proves to be
very helpful. No only do they compete
against other students, they also get feedback from the jduges who critique the contestants' speaking ability.
If you're interested in joining the Forensic Society, just drop in Tech Two, room
618, on Thursdays from 12:30-2 p.m.

Constitutions, By-Laws
ments should be part of academic program.~
under the Dean of Academic Affairs.

Student

Leader~hip

Proposals

On the student side of the political management ladder the constitutional and
management programs have been treading
water nearly three years. In 1975 the I.O.C.
(Inter-Organizational Council) which is the
executive umbrella for campus dubs presented its revi~ed constitution to the
Student Activities Committee for approval.
Since then it has been sweating through a
series of revisions, none of which met final
and lasting approval. One of the issue~ of
concern is the proposal to have college-wide
student programs come under J.O.C. as
well as clubs. The cause for concern is basically budgetary. Under I.O.C. some college-wide progrms might have their status
changed only allowing them to receive a
maximum of $1.100 budget for the year. In
many instances clubs have had some
problems with the $1,100 limit when planning programs. Early last semester the
Veterans Association issued a memo to Student Affairs requesting to remain collegewide, especially since their service reaches a
national constituency. The modern dance
club under Professor Charlotte HondaSmith was approved as a college-wide program, for precisely the same reason, by the
Student Activities Committee . Student
Government, nearly two years ago,
changed its Governmental structure to corporate board formation, thus needing a
new constitution. They have somehow
managed to survive between the old constitution and internally structured guidelines
since then.
With the clamor for official guidelines,
the Student Caucus (Senate) decided to
draft a constitution of its own . It had previously used the process of the Faculty
Caucus (Senate).
Amid all the political reconstruction, the
tedious task of revising •B .C.C. Association Inc. by-laws got under way to cut the

coNTINUED FROM PAGE 1

long standing clumsiness of the management practices and the arduous wording of
the by-laws document. At one point in
recent years, vague understanding of
management practice and poor research resulted in the loss of over $100,000 invested
in running the college cafeteria.
A brief look at a few of the changes show
that the proposed revision of B.C.C. Inc.'s
by-laws as presented by Rkhard A. James
asks that the membership be a combination
of 14 faculty and 13 student member as opposed to 13 members from each body. This
clearly gives the voting power to the administration.
Last year two students sued the B.C.C.
Association, Inc . for violation of student
rights. To curtail this sort of thing from
happening, a clause has been written into
the proposed by-laws stating that no law
suits or legal actions can be instituted against the corporation, its employees, agents, or
other Board members without the authorization of the Board of Directors.

ATTENTION!
The BCC ALUMNI
IS SPONSORING A
TRIP BILLED AS
BERMUDA COLLEGE WEEKS '79
from April 13-20,
1979. The trip is for 8
days and 7 nights.
For more information, contact the BCC
Alumni Association
in Loew Hall, rms.
202-209.
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John KUiens, Dr. Brown and Gil Noble chat before Killens' lecture.

Ossie Davis listens intensely as wife Ruby De reads John 01 KiUens'
"Youngblood."

Giants Come To The Bronx
b) Bonnie

Ha~tings

In recent weeks the students at Bronx
Community College have been honored
with the presence of some of the most
dynamic personalities in the third world.
T.V. announcer Gil Nobles, dedicated to
keeping alive the importance of Malcolm
X and the black need to stay united and
protect their dignity, education, and
their future, addressed a packed house of
students in Schwendlcr Auditorium.
Time complications with the use of the
auditorium resulted in not showing the
r.\m Malcqlm X, El Haz:z Malik Sheaabaoz,

which Gil had come to present. Instead of
the film he gave a stirring and shocking
lecture on the psychological destructiveness of television programing and the
overall process of the establishment's
tactics to destroy the basic unity of
Blacks, Hispanics, and all people of color
where ever they are. He pointed out how
"The Jeffersons" and "Good Times" have
Blacks laughing at the indignities they
should be angry about. How the narcotic
of commercials and film s addict the poor
masses into fantasizing that they too can
have fancy cars, big homes, and take ex-

oti<.: trips with great case, whi<.:h is impossible \\'hen they spend the time needed to achieve these things sitting in front
of the television . He warned that
students and blacks s~.ould stop putting
high priced premium gas in their cars.
and expensive, fanc y item s in the ir
homes and wardrobes, while at the same
time putting cheap drugs and chcmicab
in their mouths that destroy their bodies
and minds.

Killens Was Here
John 0. Killcns, the internationally
known black writer, yet not known nearly as well as he should be right here on
this campus, gave a powerful lecture on
the Great Black Ru ssian writer-poet
Alexander Pu shkin.
Mr. Killen's lecture snapped the chain
of ignorance for many of the listeners disclosing that Pushkin was recognized as
the father of Ru ssian literature and
renov..-ncd as a Russian National hero
with Peter the Grea t and Vladimir
Lenin, the big three . In confirmation of
Pushkin's true greatness as the world's
leading literature writer was a statement by Dostoevsky, who ranks with

Tips For Gmduating Students
By Linda Hodge
Below are some details and tips for
graduating students in case through your
classes or in your scamper to be a June
graduate, you may forget one .
Tip II is that you must fill out an application for Candidacy for a degree at
LH-Registrar's Office, 2nd floor. This
step is important, for once you file an application it is a guarantee that all information pertaining to graduation will be mailed
to you. The step is very important to summer school graduates because the school
gives their major concentration of mailings
to January and June graduates.
Who should apply?
All August, 1978 graduates
All January, 1979 graduates
All pending June, 1979 graduates
All pending August, 1979 graduates .
Cap and Gown measurements as well as
yearbook/graduation photographs are
scheduled to take place on April 4th in the
Gould Student Center, room 301. It would
benefit you to mark this date on your calendar as this will be their third and last visit to
the BCC campus. It was noted that on their
last two visit s, the turnout for
measurements and oicture taking were

minimal and students complained they
didn ' t really know that they were coming-so be ready! Hoever, if you are not
ready to take photograph s on April 4th,
you can hop on the front of the INO "D"
train to 42nd Street and visit Rappoport
Studios, 15 West 39th Street, between 5th
and 6th Aves., Telephone Number
39R-0700. Their hours arc 9 :00-4:45,
Monday-Friday and 10:00-4:30 on Saturdays . Felix, the representative dealing with
BCC, is very quick and efficient and should
you go there, you'll be in and out in thirty
minutes or less .
Career Day is scheduled for April 5th
from 12 till 3 in the GSC Lounge . Many
large corporations are expected . For more
information, contact Evelyn Kish, Loew
Hall , room 30R, ext. 6R7, who is also
responsible for the Interest Inventory Tests .
The graduation Awards will be given out
on the evening of June 7th and persons
receiving such awards will be notified by
mail.
Graduation Co mmen c ement s arc
scheduled for Friday, June 8th and the rain
date is Saturday, June 9th. Students are required to arrive a t 9:00a.m. to dress and be
rcadv for the ceremony at 10:00 a.m . A

Tolstoy, Ciogol, and Turgcniev, as the
world greats in literature:

"Without Pushkin, we should have lost
not literature alone, but much of our irresistible force, our belief in our national
individuality, our faith in the people's
power, and most of all our belief in our
destiny."
Franco-Russian biographer Henri
Trogat wrote: "Every Russian writer

claimed descent from Pushkin. Inexplicably, the whole of Russian literature
proceeded from his genius ... "

Ossie and Ruby
When Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee spoke
at the BCC Campus, Ossie said, "There are
no longer any great storytellers in the U .S ."
Ossie is a modest man for very few audiences have been more enchanted by a speaker.
He and his wife, Ruby Dee, took us with
them on their travels through Africa, the
deep South, city slums, and let us sec into
the hearts and souls of their favorite characters
In one very swift hour student s met
Egiapa, the foolish field-worker who
thought he could outwit the entire African
village, Alberta K. who straightened out the

census man, Andrea, dreaming of being
a movie star and the beautiful, strong, and
fier<.:c l .aurie and her children Robby and
Jennie I.ee . All except Egiapa were portrayed by Ruby Dec, who was magnificent
-a true actress. Without props, makeup or
change of position, she jumped in and out
of characters making her audience cry,
laugh, and hold their breath : She made
them feel and she made them believe. The
lady has an incredibly strong presence and
a beautiful speaking voice . Her ability
comes from already knowing, loving and
being the characters 5he portrays . \\ show1;
-she's been there.
The time went by much too quickly; but
for what they gave, there wasn't a person in
that room who wasn't affected or who
couldn't relate to the people in their stories.
The theme for their talk was "The Black
Experience," but it didn't matter if you
were black, white, yellow or pea
grccn- on.e could feel the agony, the fear,
the joys and triumphs.
Ossie Davis and Ruby Dec received three
standing ovations from the students of
BCC. It wasn ' t nearly enough but hopefully
it was enough to bring them back againand again, and again .

reception of picture taking and champagne
will be held about II :30.
Unlike all previous semesters whereby
just two tickets were available for the
graduate's family, this year's students arc
welcome to invite more than two family
members and/or friends .

ACTIVITIES FAIR DAY
THURSDAY, MAR. 22, 1979
GOULD STUDENT CENTER
10 A.M.· 4 P.M.

Linda Hodge is also re!>ponsible for the column Tips To Frcshmenwhich appeared in
the February 15, 1979 Edition ofThc Com-

SPI!.:CIAL PROGRAMS: 12-2 P.M.

municator.

Tap Trap Continued from page 1.
Sug~estions

Here arc helpful suggestions if you
should be a victim of this situation:
Be sure to keep the student's copy of
the TAP Award Certificate because
this is your only proof that you have
been granted an award.
If you have a problem, see someone in
the Bursar's office Fl RST because it
might be a filing error and easily
correctable.
If this does not help, contact the New
York State Higher Education Servi<.:cs
Corporation at (51 R) 474-5642 or write
N . Y.S . H . E .S .C . , Tower Building,

Empire State Plaza, Albany, N.Y.
li255 . Ms . Doeschate asks that
not contact her directly . There are
trained staff that arc getting paid to
assist you.
When you call, be sure the Operator
you speak with docs an inquiry into
your case . Get the name of the person
you talk to and mark the time and date
of you conversation. Be prepared to
give your name, address, social security number, date of birth, I.D. number
and if you have one, a phone number
where you can be reached, and the college code number (Bronx Community
College- 1400).

the. COMMUNICATOR

EDITORIAL-....-----------------p-•ag._•__.

OPINION-COMMENTARY

The Shock and Shame of Our Latest Ordeal
Alas! A million shames must becloud our age and dismay
our generation! A million shames blight and blister the
reputation of the political Iordlings of Albany and New
York City Hall! The fright of the one hundred dollar
tuition increase in now the bloody calamity of the one hundred and fifty dollar increase! This spells disaster on every
college campus in CUNY. Does it not? Must our colleges
close doors now? Merciful heavens and humankind!
We have seen students leaving our college campuses in
uncounted thousands, legioned numbers, an endless dismal
procession, always in the face of disappointment,
discouragement and despair. What do they say, all these
many departing students? Is it not always the same grief,
frustration, distress and dreary hopelessness? Why should
they not seek a better future in the brighter halls and cheer
of other universities? Do not all of these cases, as they grow
in numbers and bitterness, add up to a staggering and overpowering tragedy for us?
We know and we live and sorrow with all the injuries, the
hardships, the many privations and penuries inflicted by
our good masters in Albany and New York City Hall. We
live and we pine amidst all the crippling damage in our
university realms. We know that we have lost an entire
generation of teachers. Have we not lost numberless clerks,
secretaries, librarians, counselors and maintenance people?
Has not every loss left us wounded, suffering and unhappy? All about us we sec our cherished academic functionaries in every category who have survived the cloudhurst and hurricane onslaught of dismissals for all their
loyalty and noble devotion , burdened down with larger and
heavier responsibilities. When we view every department,
every sphere of our life, we sec those brave souls who still
toil in our midst struggling as best they can with the added
tasks and duties under the grace of our political guardians
and benefactors in Albany and New York City Hall. Is it
not true that one person must now do the work of two or
three? Let us only stroll about our·campuses, wherever they
may be, in every New York borough . Speak to our instructors, our librarians, m.tr clerks, our secretaries, our coun-

selors and our maintenance people. What are they saying
without cease? Is it not ever the same tale, the same roundelay of growing hardships and deprivation? What better
chronicle can we have of the atrocity of tuition charges and
its dismal aftermath? Our political dominators, with their
smiles and their angelic aspect, must see the plague and the
miasma they have wrought in our life with their own reign
of tuition charges. They will then see themselves as the op·
pressors and wastrels whom we know them to be . What different worlds and climes there live between the tyrant inflictors of wrong and their victims! How can those condemned
to taste the bitter fruits of official depravity and evil be
beholden to the high-seated authoritarians and autocrats?
But now comes this newest assault on our life . Only let us
keep before our eyes the terrible harm that comes of the
$150.00 tuition increase. We have witnessed, soul-riven,
heart-anguished and suffering the effects of the tuition
charges. But the official ruthlessness is an ever growing
monster. Ruin must be heaped upon ruin, desolation upon
desolation until nothing remains of our people's university
in its ageless dignity, its veneration and grandeur of spiritborn homage, nothing but a poignant memory.
There also looms before us the ever burgeoning menace
of our companion university system of SUNY. We
welcomed with delight the birth of a neighboring academic
complex. Our thankful hosannas and thrilling happy witness attend the growth and fortunate progress of the lu sty
young giant. But shall we sec this rival system of thriving
academia enthroned in the heart s of our political adversaries and everywhere advancing at our expense? Who in all
fairness and sober studied reason can justify the wild a nd
unruly upsurge of sixty-four college communities
throughout the state whilst our nineteen arc stagnating in
loneliness, in neglect, in poverty and ever worsening conditions here in New York City? Shall SUNY be nourished
to extravagance, supported, chaperoned and pampered?
Shall CUNY be starved to extinction, live abandoned and
foresaken and harassed with endless abuse? Ycs, indeed-it
must be so. SUNY, the bosom favorite of all, is to be over

nurtured and constantly fattened whilst our New York City
colleges are condemned to famine and worse than famine,
utter deprivation. Must this be forever? Banquets royal are
lavished on SUNY, tables groaning with endless good
cheer, viands in inexhaustible store. Poor orphaned CUNY
must be content with the paltry left-overs, little odds and
ends from the sumptuous tables of SUNY . Crumbs and
chicken feed, staled morsels and tidbits are good enough
for CUNY, whilst SUNY wallows in overabundance of
everything.
Under the rule of largesse for SUNY and pittance for
CUNY we see that anything in CUNY, any service or
facility or convenience, is present in SUNY as much as one
hundred times over. The hand of liberality and heart of
grace award SUNY libraries stock with the treasure of
numberless books, periodicals, dictionaries, encyclopedias,
the great garner of knowledge. Unhappy CUNY bewails a
dearth of everything. SUNY rejoices in science
laboratgories and facilities in overflowing measure; CUNY
struggles along with its pitiful means in science. For SUNY
there are fine athletic fields; good gymnastic equipment
stands ready for the players. In CUNY such things are
second rate . SUNY joys in lovely extensive grounds where
students may stroll, refresh themselves and even lose their
way . No such champagne delights exist in CUNY. We
know a gluttonous SUNY and a starveling CUNY .
We must fight the one hundred and fifty dollar tuition
increase with our dearest life. We must fight wherever we
arc, campus by campus . Our whole community of study
must now be a battlefield, warrior hearts inflamed with
fierce zeal of conquest. We must humble the tyrant ravener.
We must save the timeless flowering pride of CUNY from
the clutches of the fell ravager, the pillager, the destroyer.
It is a disgrace and degradation to live with the threatened
increase. Deathless loyalty to Alma Mater decrees defiance,
bitter resistance, wild combat and victory over the enemy.

Recommended Action

ACADEMIC GENOCIDE

TO THE SLEEPERS
Sleepers Awake! While you roll placidly
along, lazily reaching for your straight C's,
hostility, turmoil and confusion are about
to do the job of finishing your education
for you! Look around, listen, concentrate
on the whispers and the innuendos and you
might hear some of the things that would
really open your eyes. From outside you arc
being squeezed, from inside you are being
pressured to do something, a something
that you may not be able to identify . The
feeling of desperation is attached to a cause
after all! All you really need to do, quiet as
it's kept, is to evaluate some of the things
that you have done here and try to find out
just how much closer you may be to your
goal. How many discrepancies did you
find? How much did you find that is really
going to help you? Mind you, this message
is for the Sleepers! The ones who are rolling
along, joyfully waiting for their BEOG
checks, looking forward to the free hours
that they can spend choking in the
gameroom, and taking up seats in the
cafeteria so the real students won't be able
to relax and cat. Yeah, that's it, you guys!
Where will your children have to go to get
an education when you have succeeded . in
giving those who would have us out in the
cold, the ammunition they need to take
away every bit of ground that other proud
and dedicated people fought for?
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THE COMMUNICATOR is concerned
with servicing you with news and information that keeps you abreast of what goes
on around the campus and the college
community. Aside from our coverage of
campus matters, we would also like to hear
from you, the STUDENTS. Very often we
receive feedback by word of mouth from
scores of students, but, rarel}·, do they do
the thing that's most effective-write their
reactions in a LETTER TO THE EDITOR
or write an opinion column. THE LONG
AND SHORT of the matter is, YOU don't
participate enough in the shaping of your
destiny, nor do you vent your complaints
where the)· can be HEARD the most.
STUDENTS, this is YOUR newspaper and
you should have something more to do do
with its content other than to b •.. h about
what's not in it. If you don't want to write,
bring us viable, supported information on
issues. While it is true that at times we may
not be able to print eve11· piece of material
we receive (II' WE EVER Rt~CEIVE ANY),
the COMMUNICATOR will certainly print
all it can. The last sentence is based on how
many students have the initiative to pick up
a pencil and write. WE ALSO HONOR
COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE COMMUNICATOR-You don't have to like us
either. But you should get involved.
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BLACK HISTORY

Perpetual Existence

THE WORLD, AFRICA AND THE BLACK MAN
From its founding in 1926 until only recently, Negro History Week was celebrated
during the week of Lincoln's birthday. Black History Month now encompasses the
whole of February. Why designate .a particular week or month to commemorate the
Black man's contributions to mankind? Why not celebrate Black History everyday?
IN order for us to develop black consciousness, we must have pride in our heritage.
We've got to know that our history didn't begin with the slavemaster's whip, but began
many centuries before Christ. Blacks have a valuable and rich culture to be uncovered.
For too long the achievements of blacks have been completely eliminated from the annals of history. We have been taught-and are still being taught-in subtle messages
that we belonged to a race of nobodies. Being aware of black history everyday, rather
than once a year is imperative. We must immerse ourselves in black history because in
order to know where we're going, we must know where we'"" hPPn

For decades the emphasis in Black
Studies and Black History has been on
the contributions of Black people with an
unspoken plea to White America to
recognize the worth of her Black
brothers and sisters. Since the late 1960s
the mixed concern for racial pride and
academic acceptance has led toward considerable work in history which deals
less with contribution and more with
those aspects of history which were the
direct result of an impact of Africans or
people of African ancestry. By looking at
a few families' historical · development,
we can see the validity of the demand for
the inclusion of Black Studies in college
programs.
. Ancient Egypt was an African civiliza.tion . Despite repeated a~tempts to deny
Egypt's African ethnic, cultural and geo·j~aphic .jd~ntity througfl r code words

such as "Oriental," most historians now
are willing to admit that Ancient Egypt
was in Africa. Who were the Egyptians
ethnically? Were they Black? By AngloSaxon standards most of them would
have certainly been considered ''nonwhite" and according to American practice would have been treated as Black.
Next time you see a picture of
Tutenkhamen's treasures, look past the
gold to the portrait.
Ancient Egypt gave the world ethnical
religion, heaven, monotheism, chemistry,
irrigation, lunar and solar calendars,
mathematics, divine monarchy, women's
rights, pyramids and incredibly beautiful
temples , literature, paintings, and
statues. Herodotus , a Greek writer,
wrote when the long 4,000-ycar history
of Egypt was drawing to an end, "There
is always something . .new coming out of .

Egypt." Ancient Egypt, an African
civilization created by an African people
if we accept its descriptions.
Mansa Musa, emperor of Mali, made a
pilgrimage to Mecca in 1324. He caused a
ten-year inflationary spiral in Mali,
Cairo, and Alexandria with the
thousands of pounds of gold he brought.
The University of Timbuktu specialize in
medicine, especially eye surgery. African
(Black) scholars were found throughout
the Muslim worldl of the Middle Ages,
and the University of Timbuktu was one
of the finest in the world of Arabic
scholarship.
Jean van Sertiina wrote They Came
Before Columbus based partly upon the
story that the Mansa Musa told of a fleet
being sent out across the ocean. Olmec
statues in Mexico might be proof o~ an
Arricna influence from the 14th century
or earlier. If Thomas Heyerdal is correct,
the Egyptians sailed to the Western
Hemisphere long before Leif Ericson.
Provocativ~? Yes.
The many great African civilization,
empires, kingdoms, and cultures are
traditionally developed in World
History. It is important to remember
that Mali and Songhai at their height
were larger and better administered
than any political unit of medieval
Europe. A true comparative view of
feudal France and imperial Mali would
introduce you to new interpretations of ·.
state-building, justice, and women's .
. right~ which could lead to a re~evaluation . .

of world historical development.
The British Industrial Revolution
signalled the start of an Era of Progress
in Englanct in the 18th century. In the
modern world, industrialization is viewed by most leaders as the key to m odernization and self-sufficiency, but many
third-world states are unable to industrialize because they lack the capital needed. Capital! England got the capital for
her INdustrial Revolution from the
supremacy she held over the sale of
human beings from Africa-the Slave
Trade. Without the trade in people (think
of it!) England's major industries (shipbuilding, rum), financial institutions
(banks, insurance companies) and colonies would not have developed. Great
Britain thrived for centuries as mistress
of the seas and major slave trader of the
world. Black bodies, as chattel and labor,
made England rich and fat. Her current
suffering is an indication of something
amiss in her historical development.
Patrick Henry, slave owner, said,
"Give me liberty or give me death."
Thomas Jefferson, owner and father of
slaves, wrote, "We hold these truths to
be self-evident that all men are created
equal and that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights
and that among them are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness." George
Washington, fighter of American liberty,
refused to admit Blacks· into service until
Great Britain offered them freedom. The.
CONJINUED ON N£XT PAGE . . . '
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founding fathers were indeed of a complex, contradictory and hypocritical
nature when evaluated in terms of their
stated values and public behavior. Did
they not see the illogic of proclamations
of liberty from the mouths of men
holding other men , women, and children
in perpetual servitude or slavery?

Effected the Re-volution
That raises the question of the cause of
the American Revolution. We learn
about the Townsend Act and the Navigation Act which had been in existence and
intermittenly enforced. Bona fide
grievances based upon abuse by soldiers
(Boston Massacre at which Crispus Attucks died in 1770). Some historians propose another reason or contributing factor : In 1772, England declared slavery illegal in England because there was no
precedent in English Common Law .
Since James Sommersett was on is way

to Virginia from England, and the abolitionists were gaining support, it is possible that men such as Patrick Henry,
George Washington, and Thomas Jeffer·
son feared more than British tyranny.
They may have feared the loss of skilled
labor, plantations, concubines, profits,
and mint juleps, all provided for by unpaid Black men, women and children.

Josephine de Bcauhainais, was from Martinique and considered as a me'tis (mulatto) in serious circles which may be why
he divorced her once he crowned himself
Emperor. You also know that Napoleon
concentrated on a European Empire and
made the ill-fated invasion of Russia in

Thomas Jefferson recognized slavery
as an evil in his original draft of the
Declaration of Independence. Since
slavery was legal and existed in all colonies in 1776, he was forced to remove
those passages . This reinforces the
evidence that the Mansfield decision was
at least one of the major causes of the
American War of Independence and also
the American Revolution .
Everyone knows about Napoleon
Bonaparte. You know what his portrait
looks like, things he said, who he married
and what he did. You know his first wife,

Rarely docs anyone explain why
Napoleon made his decisions. In 1800,
Napoleon decided to reinstate slavery,
which had been considered illegal since
1793 . In Haiti (then known as Santo Domingo) slaves staged a successful revolt led
by Toussaint l.eOverture. Napoleon sent
his best army against the liberation
fighters, but he was defeated . He tricked
Tou ssaint OeOverture to a conference
and put him in a dungeon in France
where he died.
The Haitian Revolution, child of Toussaint LeOverture, Henri Christophe, and

1812.

Napoleon's Waterloo

Jean-Jacques Dessalines, altered the
course of history. Napoleon, after losing
Haiti and his dream of a World Empire,
emerged with Europe as his primary
focus, and his armies moved against
Europe: Great Britain, Prussia, Russia,
Austria, Spain, Portugal, Italy-all were
affected. The United States was able to
make the Louisiana Purchase in 1803,
which doubled the size of the United
States, resulting in future problems over
the expansion of slavery and confrontation with Mexico and Great Britain.
The Black impact on Western civilization underscores the role played by
Blacks before 1815. After 1815, the impact will continue, but the pressures of
slavery, imperialism and discrimination
pollute much of the historical view .
Western development was not a European construct; it is the product of crosscultural development, and it is time we
recognize it as such .

Ancient lnfow anation
THE TRUE FATHER OF MEDICINt:
lmhotep was a celebrated scholar and
physician of ancient Egypt, later deified as
the god of medicine, who Jived in the reign
of the Pharaoh Zoser of the Third Dynasty
(c. 2980 B.C.). lmhotep was said to have
been the son of Kanufer, Or Knofer and to
have been born near Memphis, Egypt . As a
high official at the court of Zoser he occupied the combined offices of priest,
vizier, architect, scribe, and physician, and
is believed to have been the architect and
builder of loser's step-pyramid. lmhotep
became so famous for his learning, and
especially for his skill in medicine and
priestly magic, that ultimately he was invested with divine ancestry and regarded as
the son of the god Ptah, and one of the
divine Memphite triad . He is usually
represented as a seated priest with shaven
head, holding an open book on his knees.
His earlier status was that of demigod, or
quasi-mythical hero, but later, in the time
of the Ptolemies, he had come to be regarded as a full deity, a rare distinction for a
mortal not of the royal blood. Many temples and shrines were erected in his honor in
Egypt and they became popular places of

pilgrimage for those in need of healing.
lmhotep was called lmouthes by the
Greeks, who identified him with Asclepius,
the Greek god of healing.
ANCIENT AFRICAN TECHNOLOGY
Anthropologists have discovered that the
Haya people of Tanzania were able to
produce carbon steel as far back as 2,000
years ago. According to Time magazine, "a
technology this sophisticated was not
developed again until nearly 19 centuries
later, when German-born Metallurgist Karl
Wilhelm Siemens ... produced the first highgrade carbon steel." The anthropologists
found that the Hayas had abandoned steel·
making about 50 years ago, when cheap
European steel tools became available. But
the very old tribesmen could still build a
working furnace of slag and mud for the
researchers. The 2,000-year-old remains of
13 nearly identical furnaces were discovered in excavations along the shore of Lake
Victoria. This "will help to change
scholarly and popula, ideas,'' said the
scientists,
"that
technologic:.l
sophistication developed in Europe but not
in Africa."
-From Awake Magazine, Dec. 8, 1978

excerpt from 11 flowers"
by brenda connor-bey
c 1978

The Great Sphinx. the portra it statue of the Black Pharaoh Khafre (African
identity generally disguised by historians with the name "Cephren"}. He
was the fin:t ruler to break from the classical tradition of portraying aU
important Blacks with pronot,~nced "Caucasoid" features. Acting· as thouf'
he foresaw what the trend of h1~tory would be, Khafre had his racial idenbty
carved in th is solid r~k for the ages. Note, however, the long and arduous
lfbor that was requ1red for them to chip away that massive flat nosel

voices from long ago mix with the twilight rum
we share: "Honey, {lspit could form a person,
your granddaddy musta hocked you right outta his
mouth!"
you sit there

in the hush of early morning hours
while quiet neighbors sleep
we drink rum/watch tv/ share your seafaring
adventures.
in your oeverstuffed room/filled with
family memorabilia stacked haphazardly
on cluttered nightstands/dust in corners/
stories remembered:

now silent in
your favorite chair
waiting to be served

life in your home far away
where rhythms were different
people more friendly

be placed in your mouth
your eyes say/
you need a helping hand

you said/
"loose women feel apart
because they lost their senses."
said/

"all those folks i helped when
they was coming along, Lord,
don't i deserve some help now?"
but/
your lips remain silent
true to the code

then speaking about life here/
where 10 presidents passed you by
5 wars where colored soldiers came
back/still searchin for those
rainbows/stilllookin for those
pots of gold

you made me hear laughter
instead of loud crying songs
showed me caribbean beats as
you placed my small feet on
top of yours/dancing the
meringue in a kitchen warm
with baking gingerbread

waiting for the spoon to

your inner voices ask:
african diamond mines where you
said slaves carried nuggets as
big as your fist/their bodies
chained by the ankles

i remember/

where a woman never spoke
what she thought aloud
she just kept on pushin/kept on movin
kept on suffering
keot ri2ht on Jivin' 'til she died

"let me teach you how to
smell the rain
know when it's comin
gonna show you what a man
really like
i'll show you the ocean
make you hear the song
in the waves
you got to know dis chile
cause every man want a
woman who know how to fish
good."
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THE
GREAT
BLACK RUSSIAN
The following remarks were excerpted from
a presentation made by John 0. Killens,
BCC's writer-in-residence, to students in
Schwendler Auditorium, March 1, 1979:
To most literate Americans the giants of
Russian literature (even world literature)
are Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, Gogol and
Turgeniev. Nevertheless, Dostoevsky himself (author of Crime and Punishment) said
in Moscow at a Pushkin Memorial
celebrating the unveiling of the Pushkin
Monument 99 years ago: "Without
Pushkin, we should have lost not literature
alone, but much of our irresistible force,
our belief in our national individuality, our
faith in the people's power, and most of all
our belief in our destiny. "
Franco-Russian biographer Henri Troyat
wrote: "Pushkin grew with the years. Every
Russian writer claimed descent from him.
Inexplicably, the whole of Russian
literature
proceeded
from
his
genius ... poetry, novels, short stories,
history, theatre, criticism-he opened up
the whole gamut of literary endeavor to his

countrymen. He was the first in time and
the first in quality. He was the source.
Neither Gogo/ or Tolstoy could have
existed without Pushkin, for he made the
Russian language,· he prepared the ground
for the growth of every genre. "
How did Pushkin happen to find himself
in Imperial Russia at the beginning of the
Nineteenth Century'? A young African
prince was kidnapped from a Sultan's
harem in Turkey (being held there as a
hostage) at the age of nine and was brought
to the Imperial Court of Czar Peter The
Great. Emperor Peter adopted the lad,
became his Godfather. The Queen of
Poland became his Godmother. At 16 he
became personal secretary to His Most Imperial Majesty. His name was Ibrahim
Petrovich Hannibal, and eventually he
became a general in the Russian Army and
acquired an estate with a thousand serfs.
He lived almost one hundred years. He was
the Great Grandfather of Alexander
Sergeivich Pushkin, who was the "Father
of Russian Literature."
Alexander Pushkin began to write at the
age of eleven, was published at the age of
fifteen and was banished from the Capital
at age twenty for engaging in revolutionary
activity and writing inflammatory verse,
calling on the serfs to rise up and throw off

their shackles. He was the first people's
poet in Russia. He was in exile when the
Emperor died suddenly of a heart attack.
At the inauguration of the new Emperor his
comrades attempted a revolution. It was
put down ruthlessly by the new Emperor
Czar Nicholas. Seven of his comrades were
hanged, hundreds were sent to the salt
mines of Siberia. At the trial all claimed
Pushkin as their inspiration. The insurrection happened in December. The martyrs
are known in Russian history as the
"Decembrists." Pushkin is known until
this day as "the Bard of the Decembrists."
He is to the Slavic world what Shakespeare
is to the English-speaking world.
Alexander Sergeivich Pushkin was proud
of his African ancestry. He had begun a
novel about his great grandfather which
was published after his untimely death. He
titled the novel, The Negro of Peter the
Great. " Although he was a nobleman, he
used his pen to uplift the common man and
liberate the peasants. Alexander Pushkin is
yet another profound example of the impact men and women of African descent
have had upon the .culture of the world. It
was said of him, that in twenty years he
alone created a Russian Renaissance, a
thing it took four hundred years for the rest
of Europe to accomplish.

•

A
Common
Bond?

Patrice Lamamba

TOUSSAINT L'OVERTURE: REBEL SLAVE
"The Independence of St. Domingue is Proclaimed; we have claimed
our rights, we swear never to yield
them to any power on earth. The
frightful veil of prejudice is torn to
pieces. Be it so Forever! Woe be to
whomsoever would dare again to put
together the bloody tatters!"
With these proud words the blacks of St.
Domingue (now Haiti) announced on
November 29, 1803, the foundation of the
second independent nation in the Western
Hemisphere, and the first dedicated to the
Liberty and Equality of Black People.
The creation of a
"BLACK
REPUBLIC" raised enormou<; fears among
the advocates of white supremacy. A new
nation had been formed, with new men and
women, and new leaders. Among them, the
man who led the Haitian Revolution,
TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTURE, a controversial figure throughout Haitian
history.
Toussaint L'Ouverture was born in 1744,
a slave in St. Domingue. Because of his

condition, very little is know about him. He
was basically a man of action rather than
words, an individual so distrustful of
people that he revealed very little information about his deepest thoughts.
Nevertheless, through a combination of
personal ambition, military and political
genius, and sincere dedication to his people,
this man rose from slavery to become ruler
of Haiti. He was the man who united the
revolutionary army of slaves into an efficient, disciplined fighting unit, who
defended the revolution by astute
diplomacy, who restored economic stability
to his country. Through his personal
achievements, he inspired in his people, and
in black people everywhere, a sense of pride
and purpose.
Although he led Haiti to independence,
Toussaint L'Ouverture was a controversial
figure because of his treatment of whites in
the post-revolutionary period. He was convinced that the future of the country rested
in its agriculture. As such, most of the
white administrators, who had fought

blacks, were retained. His policy was one of.
moderation and reconciliation; nevertheless, he was also dedicated t<l the consolidation of the liberty of his black fellows,
against internal and external foes. He firmly believed that "the blacks, the mixedbloods and the whites when governed by
laws, must be equally protected and equally
punished."
He died April 7, 1803, eight months
before haiti became officially independent
(December 31 ). The Father of Haiti left as a
legacy a generation of free blacks in a land
in which they were rulers. Perhaps the best
assessment of the individual was given, surprisingly, by the London Gazette iri an
editorial commemorating his death:
"Toussaint L 'Ouverture was a
black man and in the jargon of war
had been called a brigand. But by all
accounts, he was a black man born to
vindicate the claims of his race and to
show that THE CHARACTER OF
MAN IS INDEPENDENT OF EXTERNAL COLOUR."

Aspalta, Kiag of Kusb

BLACK DANCE,
From prehistoric times and throughout world history,
the African presence has contributed to the shaping of
culture because of the Africans' remarkable ability to adjust to new surroundings. This fusion of cultures tends to
create new forms of expression in religion, music, and dance. For example, the religious dance cults of Braxil (Santeria), Bahia (Candomble), Cuba (Lucumi), Trinidad
(Shango), Rio de Janeiro (Macumba), and Haiti (Vaudou)
are similar to Yoruban (Nigeria) religious ceremonies.
The Africans on Southern plantations, howev.er, began
their history of enslavement without the sacred and mighty
drums, "without the drums it was impossible to call the
Orishas, the ancestors were silent, and the proselytizers
seemed to have a free hand." Despite the horrors of
slavery, the African's musical and dancing skills-total
body dancing to strong percussive instruments, off-beat
syncopation and intricate rhythmic patterns, responsive ensemble and communal singing and dancing-would help
him survive in a hostile environment.
It was in "Congo Square" in New Orleans that
·Americans saw the West Indian dances for the first time:
Bamboula, Chico, Congo, Calinda, Juba and Vaudou dances. Musicologists are still intrigued as to the extent of the
influences of these dance rhythms on the development of
jazz in New Orleans.
While yet on other plantations in the South, singing and
dancing was occasioned by holidays, Saturday nights or for .

special amusement at the big house.
The outlawing of drums and horn playing by the slave
codes of 1740 forced the substitution of bone clappers,
jawbones, scrap irons, hand clapping, but the rhythms of
Africa lived on in new forms among the slaves as bare feet
stomped on hard earth and songs were sung keeping the
rhythms and traditions alive.
The jig, breakdown, shuffle, buck and wing walkaround,
cakewalk, and stop-time dances became the new forms,
while the shout, circle or ring dances with their strong
religious influences survived the trans-Atlantic crossing intact and vividly recall African dance steps.
These erly blending were in the process of creating a
totally new style of dancing on American soil.
Ironic as it was that these plantation dances would
become popularized and exploited by whites in painted
black faces during the period of minstrelsy, it was just as
ironic that when black performers began to perform in
minstrel shows, they had to adapt to the caricature and
stereotype the whites had set of blacks by blackening their
already black faces.
In the course of its evolution in America, Black Dance-like music and other forms of human expression-has
passed through clearly defined stages and like every other
art, has been influenced by social, political, economic,
religious and cultural forces. Black Dance history is more

than a set of dates, personality sketches, or vivid description of black bodies jigging on a Saturday night in the antebellum South. It is a history of forced dancing on slave
ships, during the middle passage, repressive slave codes,
destroying vehicles of communication, lynch mobs pursuing black minstrels, exploitation, wearing a mask to conceal one's true personality and finally casting off the clowns
image.
Just as creative writers sought avenues of expression in
reactions to conditions in society, so did the careers of
those individuals who pioneered in dance. And their years
· of activity span the Harlem Renaissance, the Great
Depression, World War II, the integration movement, Civil
Rights movement, the Black revolution and Black Consciousness movement. These years are the most significant
in the whole history of Black Dance. For the artistry that
prevailed
against
frustration,
discrimination,
and discouragement was fashioned from the depths of
commitment and a determination to succeed.
The Black Dance experience in America or the Caribbean
with its African heritage are still compelling factors in the
creative process. The dancer must reach deeply into the well
of experience for enlightenment, enrichment and renewal.
Find inspiration in songs of faith, sounds of the city, folk
tunes, rhythm and blues, latin salsa, rock and regie. And
the eternal drum-the voice of the gods.
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Alexandre Dumas (Pere) 1802-1870
Dumas came from an exotic background .
His grandfather was a marquis and his
grandmother a black , Santo Domingan
slave. His father was a colonel in Napoleon
Bonaparte's army and his mother was a
French woman of good family .
He enjoyed a childhood of laziness,
freedom and forest-roaming in VillersCotterets, France. His father died at the age
of 40 when Alexandre was only four,
leaving the family penniless; his mother,
nevertheless, spoiled, pampered and indulged the young boy.
Alexandre left for Paris in 1823 and
became, through diligence and hard work,
a librarian-secretary to the Duke of Orleans
and later to King Louis Phillipe. He studied
and persisted and through his work became
friendly with great writers, artists and
society people, eventually becoming one of
the leaders of the Rom mtic Movement in
literature. He wrote thrilling novels of adventure, doing his best work between 1840 .
and 1853, with works that included The
Three Musketeers, The Count of Monte

Cristo, Twenty Years After and The
Viscount of Bragellone. Dumas' novels
covered a large part of French history, including the 1700s and the French
Revolution . Hi s "blood and thunder "
plays were quite popular. One, La Tour de
Neste, ran for 800 consecutive performances.
Dumas was famous for his extravagant
lifestyle and he spent his many fortunes in dulging his every whim, squandering his
money on his immense appetites for
women, entertainment and high living. He
was a man of great wit and, on his deathbed
while examining his two gold louis (all he
had left of his millions), he said to his son,
Alexandre II, "Alexandre, everyone says
that I have been prodigal. You yourself
wrote a play on the subject. Well, see how
wrong people can be. When I arrived in
Paris for the first time I had two gold louis
in my pocket ... Look! I have them still."
Alexandre Dumas (Perc) bade the world
adieu on December 5, 1870 at his son's
home at Ruys, France.

Juan Luis Viv~s
Juan Luis Vives was a Spanish humanist of
the 16th century, regarded as a pioneer in
psychology and in philosophical method s.
His work 'De amina et vita libri tres,'
precedes the arrival of the great thinkers of
the 17th century in emphasizing induction
as a means of philosophical discovery . He
believed the soul's manifestations and not
it s essence were of primary importance;
likewise in his discussion of the mind whose
actions he saw more important than its
makeup, his central idea being that
knowledge was of value only when put to
use.
Vives was among the first to discuss the
association of ideas, the nature of memory,
the method of recall of an idea, and he also
examined the emotions or passions.
Born in Valencia, Spain, in 1492, Vives
gained prominence in the field of educational theory . After studying at Paris from
1509 to 1512 he was appointed professor of
humanities at Louvain and following his
appointment as preceptor to Mary, Princess
of Wales, he took up residence at Corpus
Christi College, Oxford, where he received
his Doctorate of Laws and gave lectures on
philosophy.
In 1527 his opposition to King Henry
VIII's divorce from Catherine of Aragon

Saint Maurice of Aganaum
Saint Maurice lived at the time of 287
A.D. in Rome . He was a Roman General
and a Chri stian. He was a commander of a
legion believed to be composed of black
men in the Roman province of Maurctania.
In 287 A.D. the Christians were threatening the throne of Caesar. Due to the Christian innuence, many slaves were in revolt,
and Saint Maurice's legion was sent in to
suppress the uprising. However, lea rning
that he was to suppress the Christians, he
backed down since he, himself. was a Christian . Knowing that punishment awaited
him , as well as his entire legion, he and his
men returned to Aganaum .
As expected, the punishment came:Saint
Maurice and his men were to make a
sacrifice to the pagan gods. They declined .
Hearing this, the emperor ordered decimation and out of 6,000, about 600 stepped
forward and were slain, giving the others a
chance to change their minds. Their faith,
however , was so strong that even the promise of promotion and wealth could not stir
them to recant their Christian faith . Again,
600 were killed.
For the very last time, the emperor
demanded obedience and once more he failed utterly. Thus, finding the men inflexible
despite hi s ultimate commands, the
emperor ordered the remainder put to
death . It was Saint Maurice's undying
devotion to his faith that gave the others the
courage to stand up for all they believed in .

Jacques Roumain:

Soul of Haiti

resulted in his imprisonment for six weeks
after which he left for the Netherlands to
dedicate himself to writing the works that
brought him fame in his own time. He died
at Burges, Flanders in 1540.

Schomburg: Link To The Past
The Schomburg Library, located at 103
West 135th Str.ect, is a reference and
research library on the study of black people.
The Schomburg provides book s of black
authorship and literary and historical works
in which accounts of black life and history
appear. Because materials cannot be borrowed, but must be used within the building,
it has the avantage of material always being
ava ilable.
Arthur Sc homburg was a Puerto Rican of
African descent who came to the United
States in 1891 . He attributed this interest to a
remark made by one of this teachers in Puerto Rico that "the Negro had no history. " He
spent his life and his personal funds disproving this assertion .
The collection is greatly strengthened by
it s numerous maga zines , pamphlets, manu- _
scripts, personal papers, ph otograp hs,
prints, new spaper clippings, playbills, programs. broadsides and music. Also includ ed
arc .~cvera l th ousand phonograph records
and tape recordings. bot h mu sic and spok en
wo rd. of works by black peop le.

There exists in every country individuals
whose contributiqns to the political, social
or artistic life create the foundation of a
national heritage. Once in a century, a
country is blessed by the presence of an individual who finds a way of enriching all
three aspects of society. Such is the case of
JACQUES ROUMAIN, poet, writer,
politician, diplomat and scientist whose
legacy to fellow Haitians is a monument of
national pride.
He was born June 4, 1907 in Port-auPrince. His special abilities earned him the
chance to study in Europe where he became
familiar with the German and Spanish
languages. At the early age of 20, he came
back to Haiti to enter politics. We find him
in 1927 in the capital, the leader of a small
group of students fighting the American
military occupation . In 1929, in the first of
several trips to prison, he was incarcerated
for being a "political agitator." Fortunately, the forces of nationalism
prevailed and he was set free. Untill934, he
occupied several posts in the Haitian government. That year, his leftist political ideas
made it impossible for him to be part of the
Administration. He resigned . While forming the Haitian Communist Party, he
published
a
socio-political
essay-Schematic-Analysis 32-34-which
brought him charges of "conspiracy"
against the state. He was judged and condemned to three years in prison.
He left the country after serving his term,
went to Paris where he started his scientific
studies at the Institute of Ethnology, Ia
Sorbonnc . He began to publish essays in
renowned scientific journals, among which
were "The Man of Color" and "The Griefs
of the Black Man" (1939).
· In 1941, he returned to Haiti and founded th e National Bureau of Ethnic Studies.
He was Professor of Pre-Columbian Archeology and of Prehistoric Anthropology
at the University of Port-au-Prince. His
" Contribution to the ·study of Pre -

Columbian Ethnobotanic" was acclaimed
by foreign specialists and earned him
several Doctorate Degrees from European
and American universities. Even during his
academic career, JACQUES ROUMAIN
maintained his participation !n politics,
frequently speaking for oppressed people
everywhere. He was in close contact with
black American leaders and provided them
with his thoughts and experience in social
matters. His concern for blacks, as expressed in his works, always went beyond
the experiences of Haitian life. The poem
"The Dirty Negroes" conveys to its
ma.Ximum the author's expectations of a
world in which a human being is given the
chance to succeed:
Cau~e

we have chosen our day
The day of dirty Negroes
Of dirty Indians
Of dirty Hindus
Of dirty Arabs
Of dirty Indo-Chinese
Of dirty Malaysians
Of dirty Workers
See us now Rising
The wretched of this Earth
Men of Justice
Marching to f uur Castles
To your Banks
Like an army of Funeral Candles
To Finish
Once
And
For
All
With this World of Negroes
O.fNiggers
Of Dirty N/GGERS.

JACQUES ROUMAIN died in 1945 at
the age of 38, his talent never reaching its
peak . He left several unpublished works,
poems and books, but also the undisputed
proofs of incomparab le value that m~ke
him one of the most outstanding figures in
Haitian history .
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Ira Aldridge: Othello

BLACK HISTORY

continued
The name Ira Aldridge is little known today by many blacks for his exceptional
talent as lJ tragedian. This actor, performing during the 1800s, is at the top of the list
of Black Thespians.
Although Aldridge was born in Belaire,
Maryland in 1804, he is one of the
multitude of blacks who journeyed to European shores to get the chance to perform
and be recognized for his sheer ability in the
ranks of his art. As a youth he became
fluent in the German language and deeply
interested in acting. It was Edmund
Kean-then one of the recognized great actors-who made possible Aldridge's apprenticeship and took him along to Europe.
Aldridge made his debut at the Royal
Theatre in London as "Othello." By 1839
he was receiving prominent billing at that
city's famed Covent Garden Theatre. For
years, after appearing at Covent Garden,
Aldridge gave many highly acclaimed performances in all the major cities and was
even held in higher esteem in the Provinces.
After performing "Othello" with Edmund Kean as lago, he played

..
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Suggested Bibliography On The World's First Humans
This is a partial li$ti~g of a bibliography compiled by
Professor Edith Palmer in the Tech Two Library. For the
complete Booklet, see Professor Palmer in the Library.
African Genesis, by Robert Ardrey. Atheneum, 1973
The African Origin of Civilization, by Cheikh Diop.
Larence Hill and Company, 1974
The Destruction of Black Civilization, by Chancellor
Williams. Third World Press, 1974
Stolen Legac)', by George G.M. James, 1954
Before Tbe Mayflower: A History of the Negro in America,
1619-1966 1 by Lerone Bennett. Johnson Publishing
Company, 1966

A Documentarl Histor)· of Slaver~· in North America,
edited by Willie Lee Rose. Oxford University Press, 1976
Goodb)eTo Uncle Tom, by J.C. Furnas, Sloane, 1956
International Library of Negro Lit'e and Histor)·. 10
volumes. Association for the Study of Negro Life and
History, 1968. Ten volume set designed to "treat in detail
the cultural and historical background of Negro America."
Autobiograph)· of Malcolm X, by Malcolm l,.ittle with the
assistance of Alex Haley. Grove Press, 1965
Black Pioneers of Science and Invention, by Louis Haber.
Harcourt, Brace, and World, 1970
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, by Maya Angelou.
Random House, 1970

How's Your Black
History? Here'a A Quiz
TRUE OR FALSE?
I. March 5, 1770-Escaped slave Crispus
Attucks was the first to be shot on the
American side by the British during the
Boston Massacre. __
2. March 4, 1789-The United States
Constitution went into effect defining a
slave as 3/5 of a man for purposes of
representation and taxation. __
3. August 21, 1831-Nat Turner began
his famous slave revolt in Southampton
County, Va. killing 57 whites exemplifying
Black resistance to enslavement. __
4. December 6, 1835-The 13th Amendment to the Constitution was ratified
outlawing slavery in the U.S. and all its territories. __
5. December 10, 1964-Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., became the youngest man
in history to win the Nobel Peace Prize for
leadership in the Civil Rights
Movement. __
6. Dr. William Haley performed the first
open-heart surgery. __
7. Dr. Charles Hale discovered blood
'plasma .••
8. The first Black press was started by
John B. Russwurm and Rev. Samuel E.
Cornish on March 16, 1827. __

NAME TH ..: PERSON
A. Leader:
was born in
Omaha in 1925. He was considered one of
the most controversial Black leaders of the
20th century. Some consider him to be reincarnated in the person of Marc•Js Garvey.
He was an outstanding defender of the
Black man's right to human decency. He
said evil is an inherent characteristic of the

white man's Christian world .
Unlike some Black leaders, he disapprov- ·
cd of the rdea of "Turning the other
Check" to the oppressor. Revenge, he felt,
should be "an eye for an eye." For this
outspoken point of view he was labeled a
racist fanatic.
His genius had a profound influence over
Blacks and Whites alike. Like Garvey he
was a "Man of the People" who advocated
self-defense and education. As a
philosopher and pedagogue he succeeded in
intergrating history, religion and mythology
and established a framework for his belief
in world Brotherhood and human justice.
In 1965 he was assassinated while making
a public speech after returning from a world
tour in the Holy Land.
B. Govc~rnment ..... Born in Barbados,
West lndtcs. Charisma and spunk arc the
frequently used adjectives that accompany
the characterization of this great black
female leader. She was the first black
woman to occupy a scat in the U.S. House
of Representatives.
She attended Brooklyn College and Columbia University. She worked in the
capacity of teacher-consultant for the New
York Department of Social Services and
Congresswoman.
Her career in politics started in the early
'50s. Because of her challenges to inequalities of tt.e white-run political organizations
in Black, Brooklyn communities, she
became regarded as a "trouble-making
maverick."
Her belief in putting the needs of her people before political expediency; and her
slogan: "Unbought and Unbossed"
charioted her into the political arena. Once

'
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other notable Shakespearean roles in 1852.
The almost unbelievable achievement of
Aldridge's exceptional scope as an actor
was the almost unheard of and next to impossible skill at performing his roles in
English while the supporting cast performed in the language of the host country. This
had quite possibly never been tried before.
His glorious portrayals were so impressive that the King of Prussia-in a congratulatory letter-conferred upon him the
title of "Chevalier," the first medal of Arts
and Sciences, as a tribute to his dramatic
genius. He also received the Cross of
Leopold from the Emperor of Russia and a
Maltese Cross at Berne, Switzerland.
According .to records, his acting and incredible personal magnestism with audiences and admirers was nothing short of
astonishing. The actress who played
Desdemona to his "Othello" in Berlin actually grew ill with fright while onstagc with
him-so great was the realism he conveyed
while performing. Another recorded incident tells how Aldridge was informed, \\hile
dining with a Russian prince, that a young
man became so overpowered after watching
him perform that he was seized by a violent
illness and died the next day.

Paul Robeson, Citizen of the World, by Shirley Graham.
Negro Universities Press, 1946
Black Feeling, Black Talk, Black Judgement, by Nikki
Giovanni. William Morrow, 1970
Blues People: Negro Music in White America, by. LeR81
Jones. Morrow, 1963
Dictionar)' of Afro-American Slang, by Clarence Major .
lr.ternational Publishers, 1970
Black A.mericans, by E. Earl Baughman . Academic Press,
1971

The Black Male in America, by Doris Wilkinson and
Ronald Taylor. Nelson-Hall, 1977
4.utobiograph) of Miss Jane Pittman, by Ernest Gaines .
Dial Press, 1971
Black Short Story Anthology, ed,ited by Woodie King.
Columbia University Press, 1972

There are eight statements that you
should answser true or false, and five
biographical sketches for you to name the
person to whom they belong.
Do you want to know what the prize will
be if you get them all right? Look for the

answer to that along with the answers to the
quiz in the next edition of the COMMUNICATOR.
Tear out the quiz and submit it with your
answers to the COMMUNICATOR office
in the Gould Student Center, Room 306.

there, she spoke out on many issues that affected her people, always in the "systembucking manner." Two of her famous
quotes are "I did not come to Congress to
behave myself and stay away from the explosive issues, so I can keep comin' back";
and, "Racism is so universal in this country, so widespread and deep-seated, that it
is invisible because it is so normal."
In 1973 she was a candidate in the
Democratic Presidential Primary.
C. teader ...... Born in the West Indies.
Known for the "lifting" of the Black people of the world. He founded the Universal
Negro Improvement Association and the
African Committee, both in Jamaica.
He believed in the necessity of Black people first becoming completely socially,
economically, and politically independent
before they experienced any kind of equality.
Here in the United States, he formulated
the "Back to Africa Movement" which advocated a Black people's mass migration
back to their motherland, Africa.
Many followed his leadership in the
UNIA. He published a newspaper called the
"Negro World" and traveled across the
United States advocating Natiogalism to his
hungry listeners.
D. Educator ....... Born on July 10, 1875.
Herbert Hoover requested her services in
1930 when she attended a White House
Conference on Child Health and Protection.
Franklin Roosevelt requested her services
on the Advisory Committee of the National
Youth Administration where she directed ·
the division of Negro Affairs. This division
helped in educating many Black people.

Her outstanding work prompted President Roosevelt to assign her as Administrator to the Office of Minority Affairs.
In the '30s she was a leading figure, and
the only female of wh<:t was known as the
"Black Cabinet," which fought for integration in the U.S. Govern·mcnt. She died in
1935, the holder of many significant
awards. She was most remembered.
however, for her complete dedication to
young people.
E. l.eader ....... Born in Mass. This influential Black leader claims fame as a critic,
educator, scholar. author, Civil Rights
leader and "Dean of Black letters in
America." He was educated at Fisk, Harvard. and Humboldt (Berlin, Germany)
Universities.
He was a defender of total equality for
Blacks, and helped found the Niagara
Movement in 1905, which was the first
organized attempt since Reconstruction to
raise the consciousness of Negro protest.
He was one of the founders of the
NAACP in 1909. He first served as their
director of publications of the "Crisis
Magazine." This magazine became one of
the best sources of information about the
Black world. He used it as a podiiJm to
reflect his view on events that plagued the
times. Later, he served as head of their
research department.
In 1961 he emigrated to Africa and
became the editor-in-chief-of the Encyclopedia Africana.
His books include: "The Suppression of
the · African Slave Trade," ·"The
Phila·d~lphia· Negr~," "The Souls of Blatk:
folk~;· "John : ' Brown," and "Dark
Wa~ers ..~~

